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An introduction to HKAGE and Orientation Day 2009-1 0
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The Orientation Day 2009-10 of the Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education (HKAGE) was held on
30 December 2009 with the active participation of more than 1,000 new student members in the
Academic Community Hall of HK Baptist University.

More than 1,800 students were nominated by 227 schools. After a series of selection activities and
interviews by the Professional External Selection Board, the HKAGE has admitted 1,351 student
members for this academic year. With the primary objective of aiding the students’ understanding of
the HKAGE, its programmes and activities, all new members were invited to the Orientation Day.

The Orientation Day started with the speech by Dr. Stephen Tommis, the Executive Director of the
HKAGE, who welcomed the new members and hoped that they could learn happily to bring their
talents into full play through the activities and programmes.

Ms. Jessie Chow, the Educational Psychologist of the HKAGE, made use of the metaphor of ‘big fish
in a small pond’ to advise the new members to be psychologically prepared for the differences
between the gifted programmes and their school curriculum in order to gain the most benefit from the
courses.

Mr. Abraham Tang, Associate Director (Student Programmes & Services) gave a brief introduction to
the current programmes and student services. The Curriculum Manager and Project Officers
highlighted the forthcoming programmes in 2010 and encouraged students to actively participate in
order to further enhance their thinking, creativity and social skills. Student members can regularly
browse the website of the HKAGE to access the information on the latest programmes and enroll in
those that best fit their personal preferences and time using the online registration forms.

In order to further understand the HKAGE and its programmes, a number of members enquired of
the staff about the information on the courses after the Orientation Day which are believed to greatly
benefit the students.
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Student members sharing their learning experiences

Current members were invited to share with the new members what they gained in different learning
courses; the latter were interested in hearing their experiences. Sharing such as this benefits the
new members that it lets them know that taking part in the programmes will bring them precious
experiences and changes in their critical thinking skills. It also lets them understand how the gifted
courses will help them with their personal growth and life planning.
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An introduction to HKFEG and PAEG 33

Representatives of the Hong Kong Federation of the Exceptionally Gifted, set up in 2002 by a group
of former members dedicated to the promotion of gifted education, introduced the Federation’s
activities to the new members on the Orientation Day and invited them to become its members. Also,
the representatives of the Parent Association for the Exceptionally Gifted, established in 2006 by the
parents of members of the Support Measures for the Exceptionally Gifted Students, also gave an
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introduction and asked the new members to pass on the information about the Association to their
parents to enable them to have a chance to interact with other parents of gifted students.

Dr. Stephen Tommis, the Executive Director and Mr. Abraham Tang, Associate Director of the
HKAGE held a press conference to introduce programmes and services provided by the HKAGE
and the school nomination of 2009-10.

The Orientation Day 2009-10 had an overwhelming response with over 1,000 new members taking
part in the ceremony.
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