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Credit-bearing Course in Humanities:

English Creative Writing
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Frankenstein's Monster
A Multi-media Case Book

(Date:21/3/2009 to 30/5/2009)
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his course takes a task-based approach to train students

who are interested in discovering their creativity and
exercising it in writing. Students will be taught the theoretical
knowledge in aspects of creative writing, as well as given a
chance to practice the art of writing, leading to the creation
of a multi-media product titled “Frankenstein’s Monster — A

Multi-media Case Book”.

To provide a focus to the task-based learning experience, a literary classic — Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein is chosen to be the core text. The course will start with an
in-depth discussion of the text, especially the various cultural (literary and film)
adaptations made over the centuries in order to gain an insight into the various themes
(e.g. individual and society, science and humanity, life and death, history and time,
religion and faith, gender issues, and so on) that have engaged the attention and
interest of writers and artists up to our time. Students will participate in critical
discussions about these issues and will be encouraged to express their thoughts and
feelings in various forms of writing (i.e. personal narratives, interviews, poems, lyrics,
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short stories, dramatic plays, news reports, etc.) taught in the course. As a
“graduation requirement”, students will produce a creative piece of work based on their

discussions, role play, debates, drama work or any other interactive learning activities
they have done in class.

It is expected that the screening and discussion of
| various adaptations of the core text will facilitate
. students’ appreciation of literary and film texts and
boost their creative thinking. The subsequent
@ training in creativity will include processes of role
playing, drama work, appreciation, assimilation,
(cultural) translation and creative rewriting.
Students will be taught how these procedures
feature in the creative process, and what role they play towards the final production of

the creative work. The course will train students in five specific types of creative
writing, namely diary and personal writing, poetry and lyrics, the short story,
drama/script writing, and (cultural) translation and creative re-writing. After students
learn the principles of these basic types of creative writing through appreciation of
classic examples, they will be given in-class and take-home writing tasks which the
students will assemble into a multi-media case book at the end of the course. The
task-based learning guarantees that students will have good opportunity to put into
practice what knowledge they have learnt in class. Detailed feedback will be given to
each student both by the instructors and through peer evaluation. At the end of the
course, a presentation and sharing session will be organized to celebrate the birth of
their creative work.

Students who have successfully fulfilled all the requirements of the course will be

awarded 2 credit units from Hong Kong Baptist University.
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Course Content
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The course contains both theoretical and practical components.

I. Screening of various adaptations of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein

A. Appreciation of different ways of
remaking the text

B. Discussion of major issues and themes
in the core text

C. Understanding of the relevance of the
text in different age and background

D. Choice of issues and theme to be

developed into own creative work
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Introduction and practices on different text types:

In these sessions, students will be taught the writing of different text types through
guided appreciation of classic examples in the genre. Then they will be given the
chance to practice writing the genre by composing a piece in relation to the core
text, Frankenstein. These pieces of practice-writing will finally be assembled into
a coherent, multi-facet case book called “Frankenstein’s Monster” which is a
multi-media presentation.

A.

Personal narratives —e.g. diary, blog writing, letters, interviews
Students are invited to reflect on the
relationship between the narrator, the
writer, and the reader. '
Poetry/lyrics writing LD
Students are encouraged to explore
the conventions of poetic writing and
how they can construct their own voice
in this form. .

The short story LD

Famous examples of the short story will be used to illustrate the special
features of short narrative prose. Other media, such as short films, will
also be used to illustrate the basic structure and effect of this type of
writing. .

Drama/script writing LD

Well-known scenes of dramatic plays will be
introduced to students, with the aim of
showing the formal differences in a script.
Students will be reminded of the primary
function of this special form of writing —

performance, and thus expressiveness is of
H

primary importance. =
(Intercultural) translation, rewriting and adaptation

Examples of creative writing which makes use of intercultural elements
will be used to illustrate the
possibilites and potential of
cross-cultural fertilization. The
students will be taught to see
how the writer’s bilingualism or
biculturalism can be an asset in
the creative process.
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lll. Presentation, feedback and peer review
After completing the individual in-class or take-home tasks,
students will put together their work throughout the course

into a final creative piece — the multi-media case book and
present this work in the final sharing session.
this they can appreciate what their classmates have done,
learn from each other, and also celebrate the birth of this

collection creation.

Through

Lecture Date and Time Topic and Instructor
1 21 March 2009 (Sat), 9 am — 12 nn Meeting Frankenstein and his
monster: Reflections
Dr. Amy Lee
2 28 March 2009 (Sat), 9 am — 12 nn Personal narratives
Dr. Amy Lee
3 18 April 2009 (Sat) , 9 am — 12 nn Poetry/Lyrics writing
Dr. Amy Lee
4 25 April 2009 (Sat) , 9 am — 12 nn The short story
Dr. Amy Lee
5 9 May 2009 (Sat) , 9 am — 12 nn Drama/Script writing
Dr. Jack Shu
6 16 May 2009 (Sat) , 9 am — 12 nn (Intercultural) translation,
adaptation and re-writing
Dr. Amy Lee
7 23 May 2009 (Sat) , 9 am — 12 nn Creating your own piece!
Dr. Amy Lee & Dr. Jack Shu
8 30 May 2009 (Sat) , 9 am—12 nn Show time! Presentation
and performance!
Dr. Amy Lee
Venue Hong Kong Baptist University
Medium of Instruction Bilingual
Capacity . | 40

Course fee Free of Charge




Award
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A Certificate of Attainment and two units of academic credit from
the Hong Kong Baptist University will be awarded to participants
who are able to fulfill all the course requirements which include
achieving an attendance rate of not less than 80%. Students
must complete all the assignments with satisfactory performance,

participating actively in class and be on time.

 Eligibiity
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Priority will be given to S3 or above student members in
Humanities who are interested in using English to do creative
writing. Applications from other interested student members with
confidence in completing the course will be put on the waiting

list.
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Students should download the Application Form from the following website:
http://www.hkage.org.hk/new/Students/hu/hu_home.htm
Students should submit the completed Application
Form to The Hong Kong Academy for Gifted
Education by mail or by fax on or before
5 February 2009 (Thurs).

(Fax number: 2490 4730)
Late Application will NOT be considered.
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Results Announcement
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List of successful applicants will be posted on the above website

after 5pm on 13 February 2009 (Fri).  No further notification will be made.
Successful applicants should complete a “Confirmation Slip” and fax to the
Academy on or before 17 February 2009 (Tue).

For enquires, please contact Ms. Stella Chu at 3698 3503.



