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Rundown of this Presentation 

 

ÅConcept of Giftedness 

 

ÅIdentification and Selection of gifted 

students 
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Education Commission Report No.4 
  

Åa high level of measured intelligence 

Åspecific academic aptitude in a subject area 

Åcreative thinking 

Åsuperior talent in visual and performing arts 

Ånatural leadership of peers 

Åpsychomotor ability ï outstanding performance or  
ingenuity in athletics, mechanical skills or other areas 
requiring gross or fine motor coordination 

 

Strategy paper in 2000 

The 3-tier service delivery mode 
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Conceptions of Giftedness 
ÅWitty:  A child is gifted whose performance in a 

potentially valuable line of human activity is 
consistently remarkable (1958) 

 

ÅPassow:  Talent is the capacity for superior 
achievement in any socially valuable area of 
human endeavor, but limiting the areas to such 
academic fields as languages, social sciences, 
natural sciences, and mathematics and such 
artistic fields as music, graph and plastic arts, 
performing arts, mechanic arts, and the field of 
human relations (1965). 
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Conceptions of Giftedness 

 

ÅRenzulli:  Composite set of factors treated 
equally (creativity, motivation, and above 
average intelligence ) (1978) 

 

ÅGardner: Extraordinary ability/performance in 
seven different intelligence areas, including 
verbal, logical mathematical, spatial visual, 
musical, kinesthetic, intrapersonal, and 
interpersonal (1983) 
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Giftedness: A Changing Concept 

IN THE PAST 

Å giftedness concerned primarily with high IQ  

Å assumed that gifted students were born with high intelligence ï 

genetic trait 

Å students identifiable by high grades and test scores; capable of 

excelling in all areas of school and of life 

Å Unchangeable over time 

TODAY 

Å There are different ways if being gifted (Gardner, Renzulli, Sternberg) 

Å Learning predispositions 

Å Conventional IQ tests only measure logical-mathematical  & 

linguistic intelligence 

Å Many IQ tests have a ñceiling effectò 
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Myths about Gifted Students 

ÅGifted children are smart, so they can get by on their 

own 

ÅGifted students excel in all school subjects 

ÅGifted students are a homogeneous group 

ÅAll children are gifted 
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Characteristics of gifted and 

talented students Silverman (1993) 

Intellectual traits 

Å Exceptional reasoning ability 

Å Intellectual curiosity 

Å Rapid learning rate 

Å Facility for abstraction 

Å Complex thought processes 

Å Vivid imagination 

Å Early moral concern 

Å Passion for learning 

Å Powers of concentration 

Å Analytical thinking 

Å Divergent thinking/creativity 

Å Keen sense of justice 

Å Capacity for reflection 

Personality traits 

Å Insightful 

Å Need to understand 

Å Need for mental stimulation 

Å Perfectionism 

Å Need for precision/logic 

Å Excellent sense of humour 

Å Sensitivity/empathy 

Å Intensity 

Å Perseverance 

Å Acute self-awareness 

Å Nonconformity 

Å Questioning rules/authority 

Å Tendency to introversion 
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Negative characteristics  
Davis and Rimm (1998) 

ÅStubbornness 

Ånon-participation in class activities 

ÅUncooperativeness 

ÅCynicism 

Åsloppiness and disorganisation 

Åa tendency to question authority 

Åemotional frustration 

ÅAbsentmindedness 

Ålow interest in detail 
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