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Teacher Professional Development Programme 2008-09, HKAGE
Professional Learning Events by
Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska

The Teacher Professional Development Division of The Hong Kong Academy for Gifted
Education (HKAGE) successfully conducted 2 learning events for educators here in Hong Kong
last week.

Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska , a well-known expert in the field of Gifted Education, has just
conducted a 2-day thematic workshop on 2-3 March (Mon-Tue) and a lecture on 4 March (Wed),
2009.

Thematic Workshop: “Effective Curriculum Planning & Assessment for Lea rning ”

The 2-day workshop attended by 73 secondary school curriculum leaders and teachers focused
on practical strategies to develop an effective curriculum for high-ability students. Dr. Joyce
VanTassel-Baska demonstrated the application of appropriate strategies and effective practices
in greater details. In particular, she shared with participants the principles of developing
performance-based assessment with an emphasis on the articulation of thinking processes.

Mass Lecture: “Looking Ahead in the Field of Gifted Education y

Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska , a gifted education specialist who consulted in all 50 states in
U.S.A. and internationally in Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea, England,
Germany, the Netherlands and the United Arab Emirates, shared with 280 school principals and
curriculum leaders the conceptions of giftedness and development of gifted education. In
particular, she highlighted the impacts of gifted education and the effective practices and
strategies for implementation.

Feedback from participants
Participants’ feedback was very positive for both learning events. The following were some
comments from participants.

“By attending a lecture from a world renowned educator, | was most appreciated to gain clarity of
thought in dealing with gifted learners more effectively in schools.”

"The speaker was able to cover a wide spectrum in a short period of time. Her speech was very
inspiring and she did an excellent work. From the perspective of a school principal, |1 have
learned a lot. This introductory lecture provided a framework of how to start developing gifted
education in schools.”
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“l valued Dr VanTassel-Baska's expertise. She involved our group in learning activities that
were practical and relevant to my work. I learned so much that | can apply in school.”

“My awareness on caring for the gifted students is heightened. ...The speaker introduced some
very useful tools for us to use in teaching high-ability students and the tools are evidence-based

and convincing to help the high-ability group.’

Upcoming events

The HKAGE will continue to organize quality learning events for educators. An introductory
course for school social workers and a foundation modular course series for teachers will be held
in mid March and April respectively. Details of the Teacher Professional Development
Programme 08-09 are available on the ‘Teacher Zone' of the HKAGE website:

www.hkage.org.hk.

Highlights of the Learning Events

Participants’ active participation in the
workshop
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Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska, Executive Director
of the Center for Gifted Education at the
College of William and Mary in Virginia, shared
her experiences on GE implementation in
schools at the lecture
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