3333?F3Fm33m’333@ 3 mBBK A PRE/010
The Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education

Parent Education Program 2008 - 2009

The parent support division of the Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education (HKAGE) will be
organising 4 parent seminars and 3 series of workshops this academic year. To cater for parents
from diverse backgrounds, different learning events with different levels and topics will be provided.
The seminars are designed for parents who are interested to know more about gifted education
whilst the workshops aimed to equip parents with relevant knowledge and skills in parenting a gifted
child.

The ABCs of Giftedness ( + @& ! ), the HKAGE's first parent seminar, was held on 10 Jan 2009
and 287 parents attended.

Common misunderstandings towards giftedness
The first speaker in the seminar was the educational psychologist of the Academy, Ms Jessie Chow.
Ms Chow clarified some common misconceptions on giftedness. In particular, she addressed the
parents’ concern about the need for 1Q testing.

Parenting experiences of several Nobel laureates
Dr Echo Wu, an associate professor at the Hong Kong Institute of Education, then shared her
research on the experiences of several Nobel laureates, the influence and impact of their parents’
parenting on them. The research recommended that parents should provide parental support with
freedom of choice for the child to pursue his/her passion. This was crucial for their development and
achievement. Having experienced mentors and developing good reading habits from a young age
were also some common experiences of the Nobel laureates.

The seminar was well received and the feedback was positive. The following were some comments
from parents.

"This seminar presented some concepts or ideas which are consistent to what | thought. It enhances
my faith to further develop a certain degree of freedom of interest for my children.”

“(It) makes me understand more the dilemma and challenges faced by parents of the gifted. Dr.
Wu's sharing makes me know that in order to really develop their children’s potential, parents need
to get involved and support their children by giving them space and opportunities to think. Reading is
very important to children. It has a deep impact.”

The second seminar with the focus on the social and emotional needs of gifted children will be held
on 21 Feb and the closing date for registration will be on 15 Jan 09. Details of the Parent Education
Program 08-09 are available on the ‘Parent Zone’ of the HKAGE website: www.hkage.org.hk.
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Dr Echo Wu, Associate Professor of the HKIEd
shared her paper on the parenting experiences of
several Nobel laureates

Parents’ active participation in the Seminar
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