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Abstract:

Chinese proficiency at primary school level referts to a comprehendve proficiency, induding
thorough observational ability and rich image accumulation; character and word
accumulation preference and habit; strong memory power and flexibility in diction and
sentence-making; strong comprehenson anaysis; an accurate grasp of text structure and
other features; the ability to learn by andogy, strong migrationtrander ability; and rich

assodation and imaginaion.

Strengthening the development of gifted children® ability for observation, thinking,
imagination, memory, trander, etc., creates a relaxed and hamonious atmospheae in the
classroom which, in turn develops ther thinking abilities, arousng active cognition,
exploration and creativity. It aso stimulates their sensory experiences (such as sight, touch
and hearing) and increases teaching intendty in the classroom to improve learning

effectiveness, thus improving ther thinking ability in Chinese.



Introdudion

Chinese proficiency at primary school level refers to a comprehensve proficiency, induding
thorough observationd ability and rich image accumulation; character and word
accumulation preference and habit; strong memory power and flexibility in diction and
sentence-making; strong comprehenson anadysis; an accurate grasp of text structure and
other features; the ability to learn by andogy, strong trander ability; and rich assodation
and imagination, and more fluent languaye expression ability. As gifted children have many
natural advantages, it is necessary to capitalize on these advantages to develop their Chinese

proficiency. First of all, let ussee wha elements make up proficiency in Chinese.

I THOROUGH OBSERVATION ABILITY AND RICHER IMAGE
ACCUMULATION

Observation is a pumpossful cognitive process, and an active form of human cognition of
objective reality. Observation ability is the ability to recognize things purpossfully,
completely, swiftly and in an orderly mannea. The rich images obtained from observations
form the basis for judgnment and inference. As a thinking activity, obsrvation connects
images obtained from both current and past observations. Thus theresult of observationis
a produd of thinking, and the source of children® cognition of the world and ther writing,
Ther writing ability improves with the development of their observation ability and thinking

ability.



Children keep accumulating images from ther observations. The more they observe, the
more images they accumulate. The richer the accumulated images, the more deeply they

obsrve,

Observation is the basis for children®@ study. Guide the students to observe the character
paterns, pictures and surroundingscarefully and in an orderly manner, and this will provide
them with rich material to develop ther thinking abilities. !Observation is also the basis for
writing. The more they observe, the degper ther thinking and the stronge ther sendng.

Ther writing will bericher and morelively.

Althoughthe observation ability of gifted children is obvioudy highe than tha of normal
children, thar observation ability changes with knowledge and experience ganed from
training. It is therefore necessary for teachers to create condudve conditions for gifted
students to improve ther obervation ability purposfully and systematically. Teach them
how to observe carefully and think about the internd relations between things to know the
features, and to learn to combine obervation with thinking, and keep accumulating images

from in-depth observations.

II CHARACTER AND WORD ACCUMULATION PREFERENCE AND HABIT,
STRONGER MEMORY POWER AND GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN DICTION AND

SENTENCE-MAKING



Accumulation is the psychological interndization process of obtaining, processng and
storing information, fully reflecting the key role of thethinking process. It indudes languaye

accumulation and image accumulation. Theformer will beemphasized here.

Languaye accumulation refers to the accumulation of characters, words, sentences,
paagraphs, etc. In Chinese, languageis stored in the form of words and phrases. The more
words and phrases students accumulate, the more likely they will produe refined languaye
A small accumulation will affect ther reading-writing ability, restrict thar thinking ability

and development, and influence thar undestanding, selection and judgnment.

Memory is the precondition of human cognitive activity, and the brain@ respon to al kinds
of things emotions actions feelingsand problems previoudy sensed, experienced, opeated
or consdered. Studies have shown tha there are 100 billion cells called neuronsin the human
brain, each able to build links with surrounding cells in as many as 10 000 ways. However,
only the dozens of connectors called neurologica syngpses play a key connetting role in
memory formation. Children® physological and psychological features determine tha the
childhood years are the best years of languaye accumulation. Children always like verses
with astrongtempo, asthey are easy enoughto recite by heart. It iseasy for memoriesto be
left deep insde as there are fewer temporary neural connectionsin children@® cerebral cortex.
Many famous writers, when talking about thar achievements, give thanks to the solid
founddion gained during thar childhood. Therefore, languaye accumulation should attract

gpecia attention in the study of Chinese languaye teaching and learning.



Accumulate for application. Application, in tum, promotes accumulation. Thus , they
complement each othe pefectly. Students degpen thar undestanding and improve thear
memory through application. However, there is no application without accumulation, as
accumulation is the precondition for application. A greater languaye accumulation leads to
ease of application, a well-developed ability in diction and sentence-making, and excellent
writing. Teachers mug be good at guiding students for all-round accumulation so as to

enrich thar knowledge

For accumulation: read more, listen more and be diligent in recording and accumulating
materials. It is better to make a classified record of things observed, read, heard, or

experienced, as well as ong3 own feelings, to build up one® own database.

III' STRONGER TRANSFER ABILITY

Confudus said, GBain new indghts throughrestudying old materialQ Q do not open up the
truth to one who is not eager to get knowledge, nor help out any one who is not
anxious to explain things himself. When | have presented one corner of a subject to
any one, and he must learn the other three corners of the subject from the one corner,
for | cannot repeat my |essons.OHis insistence on active thinking and learning by andogy
is perhgpsthe earliest thinking on learning trander.  Ye Shengtao, a famouseducator, once
said, Orhere is endless knowledgeto betaught The textbookis no more than an example,

so oneshdl let the students learn by andogyO



Learning transfer generally refers to the influence of studentsOGtudy experiencesOon future
study, and the psychological process in which they put the learned knowledge into practice.
Gtudy experiencesOindudes knowedge experience, skills, abilities, ways of study, and

behavioria habits.

From the learning trander theory of two kinds of thinking (abgract thinking and conaete
thinking), learning is a process whereby people connest current perceptions (character,
symbols, images) with related past knowledge and experiences for processing, to undestand
or master the knowledge These are achieved by thinking activities during the process of
studying, tha is, the influence of old knowledgeon new knowledge determines tha thinking
is the decisive factor, and knowledge migration is realized throughthinking. Here, there are
two basic conditionsfor thinking: a. thinking shdl have a carrier, i.e., the representation of
thething in the human brain, such as languaye, symbols and images; b. thinking is opaable,
and thinking activity should follow certain rules, regulations and methods to achieve certain
purmposes. Migration will be realized if new and old knowledge !orexperiences (two study
scenes) have common thinking materials, rules, or laws of thinking. Thus migration shdl be
provided with the materials of thinking, rules of thinking and the methods of managing

thinking.

Gifted children can switch from oneform of thinking to another and learn by andogy with
great flexibility. Thar thinking does not seek one right answer, but aims a flexible

migration, with changes in time, place, conditions, etc. They are goodat usng a variety of



thinking forms. They can combine front and back, aternae domains, change directions
mix images, jump from one way of thinking to another, from one method to another, and

think and solve problems from multiple angles, levels and directions

When generadizing knowledge thehighe thelevel of generdization, the better it exposs the
essence of those unrecognized new thingsof the same kind.  This new knowledgeis added
to the existing knowledge system to successfully complete the migration process. The
addition of new knowledge tha has enriched the former cogntive structure results in
continuous knowledge enlargement and updding. As Chinese knowledge is scattered in
different textbooks specia attention should be pad to guiding students to generalize the
scattered knowledge to combine the study of basic knowledge such as character, word,
sentence and paagraph with skills such as listening, spesking, reading and writing, for

further high-qudity and highly-effective migration.

Comparison is a commonly used method in teaching to promote active migration. As the
basis of !gaedization, it can hdp students to andyse the differences and similarities in
content completely, condsely and deeply, and eliminae interference between new and old
knowledgeand skills, to further the mastery of the essence of internd rules of knowledgeand
improve thinking ability. In migration training, compaison can hdp students to
comprehend the meaning of words completely undestand the scope of word applications
and recognize sentence modes, al of which will not only develop thar languaye but aso

cultivate divergent thinking and problem-solivng ability;; promote thinking from conaete to



abdract terms; train thar flexibility to actively seek different viewpoints, and force them to

think from different angles.

No matter conioudy or uncongioudy, the human brain always activates, conneets, matches
and regroups according to compaability, and this is the necessary movement of
information processing. Because of this, when we appreciate art, we can imagine the curves
on paper to be high mountins waves, peals and forests, undestand the meaning of words
and speech, and can be pesondly on the scene (Science Education and Theory of
Resemblance by Zhang Guangjian). It is not only knowledge and skills which can be
migrated; feelings, emotions and attitudes can also be migrated to different contexts. Such
synaesthesia can enhance the studentsOperceptional ability, enabling them to connect and
interact between the inng world (psychological) and outer world (physcal). It is because of

such widetranderability tha Chinese proficiency mug bewell-developed.

IV  HAVING RICH ASSOCIATION AND IMAGINATION

Assodation is a way of thinking about the relationship among things as reflected in the
human mind. There are many kinds of assodation, such as adjacency assodation, andogy
assodation, parallel assodation, fundiond assodation, free assodation and so on. There is
also abdract thinking assodation, conaete thinking assodation, and assodation combining
two ways of thinking. During Chinese teaching, especially Chinese teaching at the lower
grades, the main type of assodation is visud thinking assodation. Such literal approaches as

metaphors, andogies and personifications apply andogy assodation, which can degpen the



undestanding of and revea the nature of things The nature of free assodation is the free
exploration of thinking, the spreading of the Gntennalof thinking in any possible direction to
find as many possible answers as possible. The more common phenomena children collect,
thericher ther assodationis and thericher theassodation is, the more acute the thinking will
be and the more flexible sentences will be  Therefore, assodation is the key factor, and

hence, agreat deal of work should be putinto reading, compostion, and basic training.

As away of thinking, assoaationis flexible, and divergent. In thetraining of thinking skills,
assodationisaweak link because of thelack of relevant experience. Only the combinaion of

many ways of thinking, especially logical thinking, can guaantee the exactness of thinking.

Imaginaion refers to the process in which the human brain maintainsimages of objects seen,,
processes them and findly creates anew image Imaginationis an artistic summary of life. Its
purmpo< is to reflect life in amore authentic and typical way. Rich imaginaion isthewingto
innovaion. Both reforging imagination and creative imagindion are bendicial to cultivating

theinnovdive qudity of students.

During Chinese teaching, much attention should be attached to developing studentsO
imagination. Creation cannotbe separated from imagination, as imaginationisits foundaion.
Both reforging imagination and creative imagination are quite important for people® creative
work and mastery of knowledge Gifted children are capéable of very rich assodation and

imagination. Therefore, during Chinese teaching, teachers should make use of al kinds of



teaching methods connecting practical situaions to give students the training to encourage

them to imagine innovde and break thefetters of tradition.

In Chinese classes, teachers can use text training to develop studentsQimagination by looking
for rules to stimulate the imagination. Teachers can also use pictures to guide imaginaion,
media to hdp imagindion, alow students to extend the ending of stories to train the
imaginaion, and create situaions to promote imaginaion. To train students to imagine,
teachers should grasp the points to stimulate imaginaion as only through this way can
imagination be propely stimulated. Thinking comes before imaginaion. Approaches such as
extending thought filling in the blanks assodation, changing ways of thinking and
continuing thinking, teach students to seek innovdion in thinking and cultivate rich
imaginaion among students. It is one way to cultivate studentsOinnovdive thinking to
obsrve scenes in life, find similarities among things and findly use vivid languaye to

express ther observations and feelings.

Gifted children have many obviousadvantagesintellectudly. Strengthening gifted studentsO
observation, imagination, thinking, memory, and the ability to trander will develop gifted
children® way of thinking in Chinese learning. To effectively develop the thinking ability of
gifted children, thefollowing three points should be achieved:

1. CREATING A PLEASANT AND HARMONIOUS ATMOSPHERE IN CLASS
AND STIMULATING STUDENTS’ ACTIVE COGNITION, EXPLORATION AND

CREATION

10



StudentsQintellectud abilities and norrintellectud abilities are inseparable. Persond mental
ability influences the psychological development of children. Only the combinaion of a
relatively high intellectud level and good pasond psychological qudity can conditute a
sufficient and necessary condition of character building. Studies show tha studentsGemotions
are directly propottiond to thear intellectud activities. The highe the intengty of active
emotiond increase, the highe the score of intelectud activities will be The highe the
intengty of negaive emotiond increase, the lower the score of intellectud activities will be
A postive environment can have amazing effects on the thinking ability of gifted children.

So in classroom teaching, teachers should create an equd and hamoniousatmosphee, which
is the basic guaantee of cultivating and forming creative thinking. Only a democratic and
harmonious class atmosphere can make studentsObody and mind pleasant, activating their
thinking to the largest extent. Once thinking has been motived, students can pursue
persistently, explore boldly, and think actively. Sukhonlinski once said, Oro make children
well-educated, the first thing is to let them enjoy the world happily and optimistically.OThe
real humenistic spirit of pedagogy is to cherish children@ right to enjoy happiness and to
make sure tha with the guidance of teachers, students can have more oppotunities to

paticipae, fedl, learn, unde'stand andimprove

Teacheas should participatein classasan equd. They should establish rapport with students

and bridge the distance beween teacher and student. When students are free and

comfortable, thar imaginaion will be stimulated, ther thinking will be activated, creativity

11



will be promoted, and their brain will be liberated. In this situaion, their Gntennedof

thinking will extend to theimportant points of texts and to the depth of knowledge

2. MOBILIZING CHILDREN’S SENSORY ABILITY OF SEEING, LISTENING
AND TOUCHING TO EXPERIENCE AND LEARN

Children have many channds to undestand language There are six main channds to the
brain, namely seeing, listening, smelling, learning, toudiing, and doing. This tells us tha
some people are visud learners who like looking at pictures and phots, some are kinesthetic
learners who can learn better by moving ther bodies, some prefer the printed word, some like
to learn in groupsand learn better when interacting with others. Learning a text is more than
jud listening to teachers. During teaching, teachers should let students dance, taste, toudh,
listen, smell, look and feel. Throughthese ways, they can learn ailmog everything. Research
shows tha we learn 10% by reading, 15% by listening and 80% by expeiencng. This
indicates tha experienceis very important.  Thisis thefundanental approach to developing
studentsGthinking and is an effective approach to improve the efficiency of teaching. Letting
students use their handsand other senses can degpen their knowledge Tao Xingzhi once said,
Q.iberate children® brain and let them think; liberate thar eyes and let them to observe
nature and sodety; liberate thar mouths and let them spesk.O  Giving students free time and
space to learn, many choices to choos from and oppotunities for creativity will improve
thar Chinese to the greatest extent. In class, students mug be active participants. They can
use physcal activities to express thinking. For example, they can use sounds to speak and

sing, use words and signs to write, use colors and lines to pant, use body, gestures and

12



actionsto peform. The involvement of many senses will enrich studentsOability to express
and rebuild images and greatly improve studentsOreading ability. This can make images and
picturesin thetext gradudly become clear, conaete, vivid and active, thusachieving the god

of undestanding sentences and words

Thetypical approaches are listed bdow:

1: Drawing: Let students imagine and trander the language to pictures based on thar
undestanding of thetext. This can degpen thar understanding of languaye and cultivate thar
taste and imagination, as well as develop ther reading andysis ability and train ther
reforging imaginaion.

2: Performing: Teachers set a situaion, according to which students can be enlightened by
the emotiond languaye and through reforging imaginaion, thear experience can be
awakened and association triggered. The situaion and characters in in the text thusbecome
clear. This can aso activate studentsOinterest in learning and develop their conarete thinking.

3: Operation: Before we begin, we will set up agod in theform of an image In the process
of opeation, we will set up a new image and compare it to the origind image to decide the
next step, until thegoal isfindly reached.. The combination and comparisonisthe processing
of thinking. It is a form of conaete thinking. Therefore, after studying thetext, students can
practice wha they have learnt, which can promote undestanding. During the
experimentation, students should both see and act to interndize undestanding.

4: Other approaches such asfeeling, tasting, smelling, singing and so on

13



Experience shows tha when students are allowed to choo® how to learn according to ther
interests, they will be quite interested in learning. And interest is the mog effective
motivation for learning. Thar enthusasm and initiative will develop to the full. The
learning of students is persond and creative. Students need teachersO guidance and

encouragement to learn thingsfrom multiple angles.

3. CULTIVATING THE THINKING POWER OF GIFTED CHILDREN BY
INCREASING THE INTENSITY OF CLASSROOM TEACHING AND ENHANCING
THEIR UNIT-TIME LEARNING EFFICIENCY

Gifted children surpass nommal children in observing, memorizing, undestanding, andyzing,
synthesizing, and tranderring information, and unit-time teaching intengty should be
enhanced to produe better learning efficiency.

1. LITERACY TEACHING

Human intelligence begins with literacy.OL iteracy is the basis for learning.  Even though
they are prodigies, we find that these children® thinking in their preliminary stage of primary
schooling is still of the conaete type While many gifted children are precocoudy able to
read before they start school, notall do.  Take the People Education Press@ primary school
languaye course book one In a pre-schooling test, 91 children from a gifted class can
recognize only less than 50% of the 400 new characters.

Character-learning is tedious If greatly pressed, the development of children@ thinking
may be reduced. So at the beginning of a character-learning class, the teache should

present a series of animations showing the evolution of the characters from image to

14



pictographic and to moden form, thuscreating a certain mystiqueso tha ther interest can be

arousd.

In teaching literacy, teachers should introduee to the students, throughthe example of some
commonly seen ones, the six categories of Chinese characters, viz pictographic (as ind1 Gand
OH Q, indicative (as inOl-Gnd OF Q, assodative compounds (as inOk Gand O Q,
pictophondic (as inG%Gnd OfQ, mutudly synonyrmous and borowed, thoughthe latter
two are sometimes consdered as only usng methods.  From comparing image and character
to gradudly undestanding therelation between its form and meaning, the process bringsthe
studentsOattention to how the character has evolved and wha meaning it has. From this
active exploration, he ges not only the pronurtiation, the strokes and the form of the
character but also knowedgeaboutit. With this backgroundknowiedge the student can have
a better grasp on the character® form and meaning. Thuswe have a new character learning

method- clugering.

In this method, one assodates many somewhat related characters with a certain character,
based on his undestanding of word formation and his knowedge of common single-element
characters and radicals, so asto ge to know more characters in a given time and master ther
meanings by noticing the radicals. For example, if oneknows the meaning of G5 Gand also
knows that O Ostandsfor "sun", O Ostandsfor "eye", QliOfor "vermin"; & Ofor Gnind®
Q Ostandsfor "water"; O Ofor herbOand O Ofor Ganguayeq he can infer the meanings

of OQ OBQ AEQ GHQ G5Q O%50and OFO  This especialy works for characters of

15



similar form. Agan, when one knows the meaning of GF Q he will undestand tha G11Q
Q7T 0and GfOQare actionsby the hand even if it is his first time seeing these characters. By
usng this method, the nunmber of characters onelearnsin a given time (such as a 40-minute
class) will doubke or even triple.  The student@ memory of the forms of words despens and
he can remember more characters in a time unit and he now can better distinguish between
wordsof similar form and similar pronundation for phrase-forming. Theintengty of teaching
is enhanced while the efficiency rises. In line with the characteristics of the Chinese
characters, this method smplifies the thinking process, reduces memory burden and advances

the postive migration of thought and isthusagoad cogntive strategy.

The unique feature of Chinese characters, interweaving pronungation, form and meaning,
means tha once one knows the general formation rules and the basic radicals, by following
the migrating rules, students can learn Chinese characters on their own, indgpendent of hdp

fromthar teachas.

2. THE SYNTHESIZED APPLICATION OF LISTENING, SPEAKING, READING
AND WRITING ABILITIES

In the teaching process, listening and reading form the ability-forming process in which
undestanding of a passage is attained mainly through andysis, while speaking and writing
make up the ability-conlidaing process in which a certain idea is expressed through a
certain phondic and linguistic form. An oppotune migration expressing the undestanding

acquired in the listening and reading process can be condudve to the coordinaed
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development of studentsO multi-faceted knowledge and skills and can conolidae thdr
learning performance. In cultivating creativity in studentsOexpression, emphasis should be
placed on cultivating ther creative thinking and creativity, which can be attained by

combining writing into thereading process.

To do this, the drills on sentence-making are the more eaborate pat, where a student@
knowledgeis turned into ability. A sentence is the basic unit of a passage, and since drills on
characters depend on sentences and well-structured sentences form passage, it is also the
modg important pat of the character-phrase-sentence-passage hierarchy. In a word,

sentence is the key, in thelight of either the migrating prindple or passage-forming process.

Although the Chinese languaye is degply complicated and writing styles are diverse, the
number of basic sentence types is jus about 20 or 30. On the other hand, there are some
naural sides in children@ languaye ability, which means there is a certain Qritical periodO
for one® languaye learning curve. Therefore, by doing the drills in the fundamentals through

the migration theory, gifted children® languaye acquisition can be more efficient.
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Thelearning of GentenceOin a classroom conssts of:

1) Mastering the basic sentence structures. Deepening onés feelings for and undestanding of
sentences through a large amount of exercises on the subject and object parts of the sentence
by padding them.

2) Drilling in the Gour-elementOsentences,

Jrour-elementOsentences are thoe sentences tha indudeall thefour elementsin a narative,
i.e. time, venue character, and event.

The specific formis "when (time) who (character) where (venue what (event)”. It can also be
"who when where wha"Q "what when where who"?? exactly the same as previousor "when
where who wha". When onehas mastered the way this type of sentence evolves, migrationis
easy.

3) From sequential observation to sequential expression. Sequential expression comes with
sequentia thinking after sequential observation. Sequential observation is from far to near,
from up to down, from indde to outside from inna to outer, from scenes to people, from
people to scenes or the sequence in occurrences. A student should be able to use adverbs of
time sequence like "4t (at first)"," i (then)","4X Ji5 (after that)","#25 (following that)"," 5% Jri (at
last)". With repested drills, the students will be able to generalize the rules, and thusredize

accumulation of knowledgeand migration of skills.

Unlike other subjects, in a Chinese class, the formation of abilities can hardly be attained by
thelearning of dozens of passages; extended extra-curricular readingis needed. Only through

long term knowedge accumulation and language practice and by combining and fusng wha
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onelearnsin class and out of class can these abilities develop. The accumulating process
brings about an increase of vocabulary and the development of the sense of the language
With rich accumulation unknowngly comes undestanding, and hence the ability to compare
and appreciate. In the actud class, the teacher firs gives a detailed explandion to a passage
and then hands out several othe passages of similar structure so as to alow wha the
studentsOlearn from the passage to migrate. Theteacher should also try to inspire his students
to ob=erve, andyze, compare, research, and innoweate, to learn how to learn, to learn how to
discover, and to flexibly migrate laws, rules, and prindples in the bid to cultivate thear

linguistic abilities.

There exists great potential for the development of gifted children@® thinking capacity, and
how to maximize thisisalongstadingtask. Wha is written aboveis some of my thinking.
It is not thorough, and some of the practices also need further consderation. We can only

hopetha throughcongant practice, all these will come Qull-featheredGin time to come.
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